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New Investigator Committee chair update
BRANDI WYNNE
Division of Nephrology
University of Utah School of Medicine,
Utah, USA.

Welcome everyone to 2021! To say that this past 
year has been one of the most difficult in memory, 
is an understatement. This is especially true for 
early career researchers, who have had to juggle 
new and unfamiliar territory- not only in our 
careers but family, friends and society. As your 
New Investigator Committee (NIC), we hear your 
concerns and have initiatives that we hope will 
help to invigorate new investigators. 

First, I’d like to introduce you to your NIC. Everyone 
is beyond excited to develop programs we hope 
will aid your career.  This new committee is 
comprised of three separate arms- Outreach, 
Communications and Advancement & Promotion- 
which also broadly defines our goals. I serve this 
team as chair, and couldn’t be more excited 
about our momentum. I am a predominantly 
basic science/discovery researcher based in Salt 
Lake City Utah (US) and an Assistant Professor of 
Internal Medicine in the Division of Nephrology & 
Hypertension at the University of Utah. I obtained 
my PhD at the Medical College of Georgia and 
then completed my postdoctoral training at 
Emory University (Atlanta GA).  A physiologist by 
training, my research focuses on the intersection 
of hypertension and inflammation, with a 
strong focus on the contribution of both the 
cardiovascular and renal systems to hypertension. 
The other members of the committee are as 
diverse as the greater hypertension community; 
from nutrition and metabolism to microbiome, 
clinical and discovery.

As a committee, we recognize that new investigators 
have a choice in the societies they choose to speak 
for them, and our goal is to better serve the new 
investigator community. To do so, we have formed 
three main ‘arms’ of the NIC, each with goals and 

new initiatives. In the coming weeks, old members 
will notice we have also kept some of the popular 
initiatives, so please be sure to check the website, 
mailers and ISH e-bulletins to keep up-to-date. This 
is our first ‘arm’: Communications. With the COVID-
19 pandemic, we all recognize the importance of 
maintaining a network. The NIC would like you 
to become part of our greater network. We will 
be launching several new hashtags to help keep 
you informed on social media/twitter, making it 
easier for you to access information. Additionally, 
with the help of the editorial team at Hypertension 
News, we will be promoting new investigators 
(trainee to junior faculty level) in every issue.  
Below, you’ll also notice that the NIC has a new 
email address, a direct line. We hope that you’ll 
use this to connect with us.

Our second ‘arm’ is: Advancement & Promotion, 
with the sole goal to help promote and advance 
your career. We wish to highlight you and your 
work in the popular New Investigator Spotlight 
and re-vamped Our Fellows Work, starting this 
month. Coming soon, a new ‘advice column’ is 
also debuting- Words of Wisdom. This initiative 
will highlight specific scientific knowledge or 
advice, aimed to answer precise questions by 
ISH early career researchers (rolling out, March 
2021). We encourage the membership to submit 
nominations, questions or concerns, and the 
NIC will solicit advice from experts. This is your 
place for answers, so don’t be shy. And lastly, this 
subcommittee has been working with other ISH 
committees to develop programs and webinars. 
More details to follow soon, but we hope to see 
you there!

Our last ‘arm’ is: Outreach.  The Outreach 
subcommittee was formed with two main goals 
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in mind; exploring ways to better serve current 
members, and reaching out to new members. This 
subcommittee will be communicating with you in 
the near future to determine how we can improve. 
We want to know what your needs are, and how 
we can help. This subcommittee is committed to 
ensuring representation, and has a special interest 
in regions and populations that are underserved 
by the NIC. One new initiative starting this month 
(March, 2021), will be the interactive and virtual 
ISHLive series. The first of these events will be an 
“Introduction to ISH”. This first #ISHLive event will 

showcase what ISH has to offer and will feature 
ISH President, Professor Maciej Tomaszewski. 

We are excited about the future of the NIC, and 
hope these events help you during these uncertain 
times. We encourage your participation, and look 
forward to ‘seeing’ you soon. Please feel free to 
contact me if you have any suggestions.

Brandi Wynne - Brandi.Wynne@hsc.utah.edu
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