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The renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system (RAAS) has an important role in cardiovascular disease 

(CVD) and nephropathy and our ISH2016 Satellite meeting provided a stimulating forum for 

exchange of the latest research developments by international and Japanese leaders in this field, 

young investigators and postgraduate students. It was truly an international satellite with 170 

attendees from different parts of the world, including strong representation from research groups 

from Japan, China and Taiwan. The scientific program was tight but coordinated efficiently by 

Convener Akira Nishiyama and included 39 invited presentations and 46 posters presented by young 

investigators and students in 6 concurrent moderated poster sessions, which included a Young 

Investigator Competition. 

 

Our President, Sadayoshi Ito provided an informative plenary on the under-recognised potential of 

changes in serum Uric Acid and Urinary pH as biomarkers for chronic kidney disease (CKD) and 

CVD. Co-President Jan Danser provided his team’s exciting pre-clinical studies for the combined 

AT1 receptor/neprilysin inhibitors (ARNI). These were followed by presentations on RAAS 

inhibitors and alternative RAAS targets such as the AT2 receptor, ACE2-angiotensin-(1-7)-Mas 

receptor pathway, chymase, (Pro) Renin and AT4 receptor. The latest discoveries for diagnosis and 

treatment of Primary Aldosteronism (PA) were presented and our Co-Convener Fumitoshi Satoh 

presented his and his teams novel methods for clinical diagnosis of PA. These presentations 

stimulated discussion, exchange of ideas and facilitated new collaborations and friendships. Not only 

did our hosts, Akira Nishiyama, Fumitoshi Satoh ensure a stimulating program but they also ensured 

that we experienced the tastes and hospitality that Japan has to offer with the conference dinner at a 

local restaurant in Tokyo.  

 

We also thank our sponsors Daiichi Sankyo, Taisho Toyoma Pharmaceutical, Takeda 

Pharmaceutical, MSD K.K., Astellas Pharma, EA Pharma, Fuji Yakuhin, Mochida Pharmaceutical, 

Nippon Boehringer Ingelheim, Novartis Pharma, Pfizer Japan, Shionogi, Sumitomo Dainippon 

Pharma and Teijin Pharma. For our full scientific program to run efficiently requires the supportive 

and efficient service of the RAAS Congress Secretariat team coordinated by Ms Miho Chiba and Ms 

Noriko Unozawa which we also would like to thank. There were 16 Travel Awards and 2 Young 

Investigator Awards presented. The Young Investigator Award winners were Dr Matthew Taylor, 

who is a Phd student in Professor Bill Rainey’s Research Laboratories at the University of Michigan 

and Dr Kei Omata, a Postdoctoral Fellow from Tohoku University in Japan. 

 

Our ISH2016 satellite meeting was the first RAAS meeting which brought together investigators 

from the different continents and the second integrated RAAS meeting. We hope that this tradition 

now continues and for another RAAS Meeting to the 27th Scientific Meeting of the ISH to be held in 

Beijing, China in October 2018. 


